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Our Mission: To improve the lives of persons with disabilities
Crews have been working hard all summer to
install the new all-abilities playground. It
should be finished by the end of August! Stay
tuned for a ribbon cutting and picnic to
celebrate. Date to be announced!

SCOC Calendar
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Sep
Sep
Sep

9
16
17
17
23
5
13
19

Board Meeting, 5pm at SCOC
Staff In-Service (Program closed)
First Day of School
Letting Lew Know, 12 or 6pm on Zoom
NW OSDA TechFest at Camden Falls
Labor Day (Program closed)
Board Meeting - 5pm at SCOC
Seneca Arrows Meet the Coach/
Parents Night
Sep 21 Letting Knew Know, 12 or 6pm on Zoom
Sep 30 Aktion Club Sub Day
*orders due Sep 16

Board Members
Erin Simmons, President
Arrin Allen, Vice President
Erin Lucius, Secretary
Sandy Hallett
Kim Radison
Michelle Smith
Patricia Smith

Contact Us
Opportunity Center
780 E Co Rd 20 Tiffin, OH
419-447-7521
Early Intervention
419-447-7674
Early Childhood Center of Fostoria
419-436-0797
Service and Support Administration (SSA)
567-938-2381

Find us on Facebook!

Letter from Lew by Lew Hurst, Superintendent

Although summer is coming to an end, we are excited about the beginning of a
new school year and several projects happening at the Opportunity Center. The
new all-abilities playground is expected to be open soon, and we can’t wait for
everyone to see it. Our parking lot will be re-milled and resurfaced, and we are
filling in the loading dock we no longer use. Both of these projects will provide
additional accessible parking for staff and families. We also continue to work on
the privatization of Adult Services.
In other news, our long-time business manager Richard Williams has announced
he will retire in July of 2023. He has dedicated 34 years toward our mission of
improving the lives of individuals with developmental disabilities and served the
longest term as President of the Ohio County Board of DD Business Manager
Association. Words cannot express enough his contributions to our programs
and services as well as the huge impact he has made across the state of Ohio.
Richard has worked to make sure that we are a wise steward of taxpayer dollars
while advocating for individuals to receive quality services. His leadership has
placed us in strong financial position. We recognize the struggles that high gas
prices and inflation are causing in our local community. Therefore, the Seneca
County Board of DD agreed not to renew a .5-mill levy that expires at the end of
the year. We are blessed to be in a community that so strongly supports our
programs and services, and this decision will lower individual property taxes.
We are very proud to announce that we received the highest level of
accreditation by the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities. We were
awarded a 3-year accreditation and had zero citations in our recent review. The
state’s accreditation team reviewed county board policies and procedures,
behavior supports, MUI and UI processes, and program operations. They also
interviewed individuals and families and visited our facilities. The lead reviewer
commented that SCOC is “helping individuals with developmental disabilities
live their best lives.”
I hope everyone has had a great summer. As always, please feel free to reach
out to me if you have any questions.

www.senecadd.org

Page 1

Citizen's Police Academy
Joe Steininger and Nick
Frisch graduated from the
Tiffin Police Department’s
Citizens Police Academy.
The 10-week program
allows citizens to learn
about how the police
department operates.They
participated in the
academy through the
Nick Frisch and Joe Steininger
Opportunity Center's Community Connections
program. Highlights of the course included learning
about each part of the police department, seeing
the dispatch center, and riding along in a police car!

Tech Fest 2022
Everyone is invited to Tech Fest
2022 at Camden Falls on
Tuesday, August 23. Drop in
anytime between 10am-2pm.
Families, providers, and selfadvocates can visit with vendors
and learn about supportive
technology and meet Ohio Tech
Ambassadors.

New Ohio ISP
The Ohio Individual Service Plan, also called OISP,
has started in Seneca County! This is a new format
for annual plans that will be implemented across all
88 Ohio counties. Service and Support
Administrators (SSAs) write these plans, and the
Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities has
mandated them to begin using this format by
September of this year. However, many SSAs in
Seneca County have jumped in early to begin
learning the process.
In the past, all County Boards of Developmental
Disabilities established their own formats and
wording for plans, which meant every plan structure
was different. This made it difficult for people who
work in multiple counties to understand the plans. It
also made it harder for people to take their plan
with them when they moved to another county. This
unified plan is person-centered and will help
individuals establish ownership of their plans and
futures.

The structure of the plan will look very different
than what people are used to. Please understand
the SSAs are still learning the new format, so there
will be improvements and changes along the way as
they enhance their understanding of the process.
We hope to have some training opportunities and
Tech Fest is sponsored by the Ohio Self Determination materials regarding the OISP available. In the
Association and the Clearwater Council of
meantime, if you have any questions, please do not
Governments. Light refreshments will be provided.
hesitate to contact your SSA.

SCOC Goes to the Fair!
Visit us at our booth at the Seneca County Fair the
week of July 25th. Some individuals will be
participating in the Jodi Depinet Rainey 4-H and Me
Livestock Show on Saturday, July 30, at 5pm in the
Super Barn.

Taylor Fortney paints a photo
cutout for the fair booth

Leadership Seneca County
Janet Zilch, Inclusion Specialist, and Michelle
Smith, self-advocate and Seneca County Board of
DD member, graduated from Leadership Seneca
County. They attended monthly meetings to
develop their leadership skills and learn about
Seneca County. This year's class helped with the
demolition of our old playground at Opportunity
Park for their service project. They organized
volunteers who helped clear the site and prepare it
for the new all-abilities playground. SCOC is proud
of their commitment & growth as leaders!

Bill Young showed a
calf at last year's 4-H
and Me Livestock Show
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Front row: Michelle
Smith and Janet Zilch
Back row: Leadership
Seneca County Board
members Rodney
Biggert, Kim Radison,
Arrin Allen
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Inclusive Hiring Seminar
The Seneca Regional Chamber of Commerce hosted a
seminar about the inclusive hiring partnership between
Concordance Healthcare Solutions and the Opportunity
Center. This program launched in 2017 and focuses on hiring
individuals with developmental disabilities. Concordance
currently employs seven individuals with disabilities, which is
the most of any employer in Seneca County.
Concordance utilizes support services from the Opportunity
Center such as job coaches, case management, and other
resources to help individuals stay happily employed. If you
know anyone who is interested in learning more, please
contact Rodney Biggert at rbiggert@senecadd.org or 419447-7521 ext. 1117.

SCOC Welcomes New Staff
SCOC is thankful for
dedicated staff to
carry on our mission
of serving people
with disabilities.

Stephanie Crabill,
Service & Support
Administrator

Jody Creamer,
Substitute Workshop
Specialist

Kristen Bowerman, Early
Kyrie Lee, Early
Intervention Speech
Intervention
Developmental Specialist Language Pathologist

We welcome
Stephanie, Jody,
Kyrie, and Kristen to
our team!

Unity Conference Returns!!!

The Unity Conference returns November 5-6 at the
newly renovated Sawmill Creek Resort! This year's
theme is "Cruisin' for Self-Advocacy." Unity Council
President Jim Miller is excited to invite everyone to the
conference and says, "I can't wait to see you there!"

Unity is an annual advocacy conference planned BY and
FOR people with developmental disabilities in Seneca The conference will be held at Sawmill Creek Resort in Huron
County. People 18 and over who receive services in
Seneca County may attend.
Contact Joan at 419-447-7521, ext.
1134 or jfredritz@senecadd.org for
more information.

Registration closes Friday,
September 9!
Attendees at the last in-person Unity conference in 2019
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Special Olympics Ohio Summer Games
After a 3-year hiatus due to COVID-19, the Summer Games returned and the Seneca Arrows were ready!
We are incredibly proud of all of our athletes and excited that everyone brought home a medal!
Bocce Ball
Jamie Starkey & Michelle Gase, 3rd
Michael Baines, 3rd

Volleyball
The volleyball team placed 3rd
and took home a bronze medal

Michelle Gase,
Jamie Starkey, and
Michael Baines
celebrate their
bocce ball medals

Bowling
Patrick Steyer, 1st
Steve Scifers, 2nd
Andrew Pool, 2nd
Emily Kleinfelter, 3rd
First-time Special
Olympian Andrew
Pool won a silver
medal in bowling

Track & Field
Matt Spencer
Mini Javelin, 1st
100 Meter Dash, 2nd
Arrin Allen
100 Meter Dash, 3rd
Mini Javelin, 5th
Timothy Culver
Softball Throw, 1st
100 Meter Dash, 3rd

Left to right:
Coach Lisa Bogart, Israel Lopez,
Ryan Herr, Seth Miller, Nathan
Forwalder, Emily Bland, Sean
Allison, Tyler Maenle, Coach
Brooke Leeth
Matt Spencer, Timothy Culver, and Arrin
Allen with their track and field medals

Concordance Healthcare Solutions
held a pizza party to honor Timothy
Culver and Matt Spencer, before
they left to compete at the Summer
Games in Columbus. Timothy and
Matt's Concordance co-workers
celebrated and signed good luck
cards for them.

Interested in participating in
basketball, pep squad, or cheer?
Come meet the coaches and learn more
at the parent meeting on Tuesday,
September 19. This meeting is required for
anyone who wants to play winter sports.

Kristina Egbert Coaches Team Ohio at USA Games

Kristina Egbert was selected to coach at the Special Olympics USA Games in Orlando, Florida, in June. She
coached Team Ohio's Unified Volleyball team. Unified sports teams bring together equal numbers of
athletes with and without intellectual disabilities, of similar age and ability, to compete against other unified
teams. Ohio had the only all-women team competing in Unified Volleyball, and they won the bronze medal!
Kristina has been coordinating the Seneca Arrows sports teams since 2012. She said, “My time in Florida was
amazing! It was so exciting to not only watch Team Ohio compete, but to see all the other teams as well. I
met lots of athletes and coaches throughout the United States. Hearing their stories about how or why they
joined Special Olympics was probably my favorite part. It was an amazing experience I will never forget.
The USA games were held at ESPN’s Wide
World of Sports Complex at Disney and
broadcast on ABC and ESPN. The athletes
represented all 50 states, Canada, and the
Caribbean. The Games included over 4,000
athletes, 1,500 coaches, 10,000 volunteers,
and 125,000 spectators making it the
largest USA Games ever.
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